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COLLECTION OP VARIOUS PIECES CONCERNING 
PENNSYLVANIA, PRINTED IN 1684. 

TRANSLATED BY SAMTIEL W. PENNYPACKER. 

[The volume, of which we give a fac-simile of the title on the preceding 
page, enjoys the reputation of being excessively rare. A copy was lately 
sold in London for £15 15s., and the one in the British Museum lacks the 
title page. Perfect copies are in the library of the late John Carter Brown, 
of Providence, R. I., and in that of a member of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, who has kindly allowed us the use of it in preparing this article. 
Bare as the volume is, it appears to be but a translation of what is a still 
rarer tract entitled ; Beschreibung der in America new — erfunden Provinz 
Pensylvanien Derer Inwohner Gesetz A rth Sitten und Oebrauch : auch 
samlicher reviren des Landes sonderlich der haupt-stadt Philadelphia 
4to. 32 pp. Hamburg, 1684. 

A copy of this is also in the Carter Brown Library, and we believe it was 
published before the Recileil de Diverses pieces concernant la Pensylvanie, 
as they seem to have been given to the public by Benjamin Furley, Penn's 
agent at Rotterdam, who would probably have printed it in German before 
doing so in French. The work from which we print is an 18mo. of 118 pp. 
Some of the pieces it contains have been published so often as to render their 
reproduction unnecessary, and in such cases we shall only indicate in what 
part of the volume they appear and where they will be found entire. The fact 
that the work was no doubt issued by Furley to encourage the emigration of 
Germans and Hollanders to Pennsylvania, gives it a special value to those 
interested in the history of such emigration. Wo are indebted to the Hon. 
John Russell Bartlett, of Providence, R. I., for information in preparing this 
note. — Ed. of Mag.] 

The book opens with a paper called a short account of the Province of 
Pennsylvania. It bears evidence of being an abridgment of " Some Account 
of Pennsylvania," issued by Penn in 1681, and which is printed in Hazard's 
Annals, p. 505. It may however be the report of a paper called A Brief Ac- 
count of Pennsylvania mentioned in Smith's Catalogue of Friends' Books, 
as having been published by Penn in 1682. If it is either the one paper or 
the other it is so nearly the same as that printed by Hazard that we will 
omit it. 

The declaration of the King informing the inhabitants of Pennsylvania that 
he had made the grant to Penn comes next in order. (See Hazard's Annals, 
p. 502.) This is followed by a description of the Province, and the terms on 
which land could be purchased, which we print in full. 
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Reasons for the Gift of this Province by the King. 

The reason and the foundation of the concession that 
the king has made to Sir William Penn, etc., was in the 
petition to the king, in which he recounted to him the ser- 
vices of his father, his sufferings, and his losses in proportion 
to his means, and, in the last place, his long attachment and 
his unsuccessful expenditures; in right and consideration of 
which it was the pleasure of the king to make to him the 
said concession, to which title the said William Penn has 
added the right he has obtained from the native inhabitants 
of the Province. 

Concerning the Province and what it Produces. 

It is situated 600 miles more to the south, than the lati- 
tude of England. As it is upon the same line, it is also about 
the same degree as Montpelier in France and Naples in 
Italy. The air is generally clear and agreeable. The sum- 
mer is longer and warmer and the winter shorter and some- 
times colder than in England. We are assured that the land 
is as good as any in these quarters. It produces generally 
oaks, cedars, mulberries, chestnuts, walnuts, firs, cypress, 
ashes, estres, poplars, sassafras, medlars, prunes, peaches, 
grapes, strawberries, raspberries, currants, hops, etc. The 
English fruits do there very well, and they grow in abund- 
ance. The woods are supplied with a quantity of wild birds, 
as turkeys of an extraordinary size, pheasants, grouse, par- 
tridges, pigeons, etc. The land is well watered from springs 
and rivers, and the rivers abound in fish, as sturgeon, sea- 
lambs (brebis de mer), shad, eels, etc., and in wild birds, as 
swans, gray and white geese, tame and wild ducks, etc. 
The corn of this province which the Indians use increases 
four hundred for one. It is good for the health, put in milk 
or made into bread. A bushel is worth two shillings, etc. 
There is also good English corn, such as wheat, rye, barley, 
and oats. A measure (mine) of wheat is sold for 28 pence, 
and that in merchandise in which there is half profit, rye 
21 or 22 pence, barley and oats and Indian corn 16 pence. 
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There are also very good peas and beans of many kinds, 
without mentioning many plants and their qualities suitable 
for medicine or good to eat. The beef is very good, but the 
pork is very delicate. A pound of beef is worth three pence 
and a pound of pork two and a half. Butter is worth six 
pence a pound. Peaches for eating and to make a drink are 
worth eight pence a bushel. A cow with its calf, in the 
spring, is worth five pounds sterling ; a pair of oxen ten 
pounds sterling ; a bearing sow is worth 30 shillings ; a good 
bearing mare while young is worth eight pounds sterling. 
But it ought to be noted that one has wherewith to pay the 
half of these prices and specified sums through the profit 
obtained on things brought from England, so that, if things 
are balanced, a mare for eight pounds sterling costs only 
four. The province also abounds in many sorts of wild 
animals, as elk, stags, deer, beaver, otters, wild-cats, rac- 
coons, foines, martins, etc., some of which are good to eat, 
and cheap, as a fat deer for two shillings in English mer- 
chandise. Otters are valuable for their skins and furs. The 
method of trafficking is to send from the province to the 
plantations in the south corn, beef, pork, salt fish, cider, 
douelles de tonneaux, and skins and furs to England. The 
advantages this province has for navigation are double, 
since, besides the great bays of the Chesapeake and the 
river de Laware for the entrance of vessels, one finds there 
the wood required to make them. 

Concerning the present Inhabitants. 
The part of this country which is along the Chesapeake 
Bay and to the south upon the shores of the river de Laware 
is all inhabited by Swedes, Hollanders, and English, who are 
able to furnish necessaries to new comers until they can pro- 
vide for themselves. 

Capabilities of the Province. 
It has been learned through many intelligent persons who 
have travelled in these parts of America, or who have fre- 
quented places in Europe which are under the same parallel, 
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that silk, the vine, saffron, and, perhaps, oil may be culti- 
vated, and there are also tobacco, flax, hemp, woad, madder, 
and other kinds of plants suitable for dyes, reguelisse, ashes 
for soap, iron, and, no doubt, all the fruits raised in England 
and Italy. 

Of the Government. 

I. The Governor and the land owners have the power to 
make the laws but they cannot make laws nor raise taxes 
without the consent of the people. 

II. The rights of the people of England are there in force. 

III. All necessary laws for the good of the State can be 
made provided they do not conflict with the oath of fidelity 
and obedience to the King and are by common consent. 

The Conditions. 

The Province is on the footing of a rent of a penny for an 
acre or arpent but Mr. Penn excepts many parcels or lots 
(which he calls shares, that is to say portions, and which he 
sells reserving a rent necessary to assure the title and supe- 
riority, assuring on his part full and free possession to the 
purchasers. That is to say that instead of 5000 acres which 
make one share amounting at the rate of a penny an acre to 
20 pounds sterling, 16 shillings, 8 pence a year he sells and 
transfers this annual revenue for a hundred pounds sterling 
in cash. And in deducting 18 pounds sterling, 6 shillings and 
8 pence he is content with a rent of 50 shillings annually, the 
payment of which will commence with the year 1684, and this 
can still be compounded if it is wished for a very moderate 
sum, under the reservation of some little thing which only 
serves to show the title of the vendor. So that the royalties 
which are proper to seigniories in England, as are both hunt- 
ing and fishing with all the mines and common minerals, and 
a proportion of royal mines if any are found in the domain of 
a private person, are appropriated to him by these general 
concessions. 

And if any one is unable to buy and wishing to go and 
having wherewith to pay his passage, and his servants, he 
will be well received, and it is declared that such a person for 
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himself, his wife, and child, male or female, if sixteen years 
old will have the right to take for each head fifty acres of 
land, paying one penny per acre annual rent, of which the 
payment will commence only at the end of the year 1684, and 
Avhich they will enjoy for themselves and their heirs forever 
as if they had bought this quantity of land, and the surveyor 
of the country will at once put them in possession. And in 
order to encourage children and male and female servants to 
serve willingly their fathers and mothers, masters, and mis- 
tresses, and to complete diligently and faithfully the time for 
which they have made engagements, there will be given to 
each, after the expiration of this time, fifty acres of land, 
which will belong to them in perpetuity by paying for them 
two shillings rent annually for the whole, and by this means 
they will be regarded as free citizens of the Province. 

The Most Suitable Persons for this Plantation. 

The persons whom Providence seems to have rendered 
suitable for this plantation are laborers, vinedressers, and 
industrious hard-working artisans, such as carpenters, joiners, 
shipbuilders, masons, architects, wheelwrights, i*ope-makers, 
farriers, locksmiths, brickmakers, weavers, tailors, tanners, 
shoemakers, harness-makers, coppersmiths, coopers, mill- 
wrights, potters, people who understand raising silkworms 
and preparing silk, flax, hemp, and wool, tallow chandlers, fur- 
riers and, in a word, all kinds of artisans that there are in all 
the cities of Europe. It appears also that it is a very suitable 
place for cadets, and for persons who have not much means, 
for by their labor and that of their servants they can, in two 
or three years, put themselves very much at their ease. It is 
also very suitable for persons of taste who delight themselves 
in gardening and planting and divert themselves purely and 
pleasantly in examining the works of nature. 

This place seems also very suitable for those ingenious 
spirits who being of low condition in this world and having 
much trouble to gain their livelihood can very well subsist 
there, and in gratifying their inclinations make their knowl- 
edge of value and aid in peopling the country. There are also 
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other persons who, not being born for themselves alone, can 
be very useful in these plantations ; there are persons of an 
enlarged scope who, having in view the good of posterity, and 
being well informed take pleasure in advancing a good disci- 
pline and a just government among a sincere and well-mean- 
ing people. Such persons can find a good place in these colo- 
nies for their good counsel and their address since they would 
not be able to render these good services to great nations 
where good customs are already well established. 

But those who wish to transport themselves there should 
take a proper estimate of the expense it is necessary to incur, 
for either they must work themselves or they must have the 
means to make others work. The winter comes before the 
summer, and it is necessary first to clear up the land before 
one gathers the fruits of what has been sown. Other things 
will come by degrees. 

What is Suitable for the Voyage and what should be done on the 

Arrival. 

The passage for a man and a woman with provisions costs 
five pounds sterling per head, for children under ten years 
fifty shillings, nothing for those at the breast ; for the car- 
riage of clothing, and merchandise forty shillings a cask, but 
the coffee of each passenger is free. Things valuable to take 
along as well for use as to sell are all the instruments of labor, 
carpentering, joining, masonry, and household utensils, toge- 
ther with all the things necessary for washing clothing, and 
covering oneself, as the more common stuffs, woollens, cloth, 
linen, stockings, shoes, hats, etc., and those who desire fur- 
ther instructions may address Philips Fort at the sign of the 
{ceeffe and escharpe) Head and Scarf in Bow Lane, London. 

Finally when, through God's assistance, there has been a 
happy arrival if it is in October two men can prepare as much 
land for corn as will be required to return in the following 
harvest twenty quarters, which are a hundred and sixty 
bushels English measure, and this should not cause astonish- 
ment when it is considered that a bushel of wheat sown pro- 
duces 40 bushels in harvest. Meanwhile it is necessary to 
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buy corn at the price above indicated as well in order to live 
as to sow, but it' beside this they buy two cows and two sows 
big with young, this, together with the game the Indians 
will furnish, venison and fish for very little money, will suffice 
by the help of their industry for their subsistence. 

It is estimated that a fund of fifteen pounds sterling for a 
,man who is once well supplied with clothes and instruments 
necessary for the interval, will conduct him there, with the 
blessing of God, and will support him there until he secures 
the costs and the benefits of his own plantation, but every- 
body should take his measures well. It is true that the land 
and what it contains are the Lord's and many suppose that 
these western parts of the world which have been long uncul- 
tivated and desert should be cultivated and peopled, and that 
they will have their turn just as Europe, Asia, and Africa 
have had theirs, concerning which some prophecies have been 
printed. I believe, for my part, that those whom God leads 
into this new world should, with respect, obey the orders of 
the Providence which calls them there, and separating them- 
selves from their earthly interests, seek the consolations of 
seclusion after the example of the happy patriarchs, the glory 
of God, and the instruction of those who are in darkness, 
rather than ease, fulness, and abundance, in order to secure 
the blessing of Him who is the salvation of the ends of the 
earth. 

Besides the above conditions Mr. Penn accords to poor 
French protestants who have wherewith to pay their passage 
that they will only have to pay a farthing per acre each year, 
the payment of which will not begin until 1685. He gives 
notice also that those who have not wherewith to pay will 
find good masters who, for four years' service, according to 
the custom of the colonies, will have them taken over, which 
period being finished they will be free and will have fifty 
acres of land forever at the same price as other servants. As 
to those who not being able to pay their passage do not wish 
to serve they will be transported gratis provided they pay a 
little more a year per acre. 
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Explanations of Mr. Furly upon certain articles concerning 
the establishment of Pennsylvania. 

To Purchasers. 

The Governor sells 3000 acres or portions of land for a hun- 
dred pounds sterling which are worth eleven hundred Dutch 
pounds or thirteen hundred French pounds, each acre or 
portion being of about the extent of a Dutch arpent, upon 
the charge that the purchaser will obligate himself as well for 
himself as for his heirs to pay in perpetuity, and from year 
to year, a rent of an English shilling, which is worth twelve 
English pence in each hundred acres, and the land will be 
measured and delivered to said purchasers at such times and 
whenever they will request it whether to themselves or to 
those who will have powers of attorney from them. 

The land being delivered in this manner, the purchaser will 
be bound within the term of three years to establish a family on 
each portion of a thousand acres in order to avoid the inconve- 
nience which would result if the houses were very distant from 
each other, and if the purchaser should fail to observe this 
direction, and if some other newly-arrived person should de- 
sire to have this tract of land not yet inhabited, it will in that 
case be delivered to him upon condition that he first pay to the 
former purchaser the expense of the measurement previously 
made, and the withdrawal of the first purchaser as Avell as the 
installation of the second purchaser will be placed upon the 
public registry with the conditions agreed upon. And if 
afterward the first purchaser wishes to have as much land as 
he has yielded up it will be allotted to him in some other place 
whenever he will express a desire to have it. 

To purchasers are granted the right of fishing and hunting, 
and the right of enjoying the mines found on the land they 
will occupy, with the exception of mines of gold and silver 
of which they will only have a portion. Formerly there was 
given for the sum of one hundred pounds sterling more land 
than at present, to wit 5000 acres instead of the 3000 acres 
now given. The reason of this diminution will be found 
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inserted in this recital p. 24. It is because the Governor pays 
at present as much for 2000 as he paid formerly for 20,000. 
So it is just that he gives less land than before for this price. 
A little over a year ago he wrote to me that on his arrival 
having found things differently arranged from what he had 
calculated upon I should in the future give only 8000 acres for 
100 pounds sterling, and as he did not give me the reasons in 
detail I wrote to him to urge him to change his design. He 
answered me, and set forth such excellent reasons for his action 
that I was compelled to admit that he was entirely right. I 
have considered it necessary to declare here this circumstance 
in order that those who read the first instruction be not de- 
ceived and disappointed in their calculations. 

To Renters. 
To those who have enough money to pay the expense of 
their passage as well for themselves as for their wives, chil- 
dren, and servants, but upon their arrival have no more money 
with which to buy lands, the Governor gives full liberty for 
themselves, their wives, children, and servants who are not 
under the age of sixteen years, whether male or female, each 
to take fifty acres at an annual rent in perpetuity of an Eng- 
lish denier for each acre, which is less than a Dutch sol. It 
will be rented to them and their children in perpetuity the 
same as if they had bought the said land. For the children 
and servants after the term of their service will have expired, 
in order to encourage them to serve faithfully their fathers 
and masters, the Governor gives them full liberty for them- 
selves and their heirs in perpetuity, to take for each 50 acres 
paying only a little annual rent of two English shillings 
(Escalins) for 50 acres, which is less than a farthing for each 
acre. And they and their fathers and masters will be regarded 
as true citizens. They will have the right of suffrage not only 
for the election of Magistrates of the place where they live but 
also for that of the members of the Council of the Province 
and the General Assembly, which two bodies joined with the 
Governor are the sovereignty, and what is much more they 
may be chosen to exercise some office, if the community of 
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the place where they live consider them capable of it, no mat- 
ter what their nationality or religion. The laws and conces- 
sions accorded by the Governor, confirmed and ratified by 
him, by the Council, and by the General Assembly are as fol- 
lows: — 

I. The members of the two Sovereign Colleges, to wit, the 
Council of State and the General Assembly every year, on a 
day fixed beforehand, without the necessity of any special 
order of the Governor, will be elected by the community, as 
well the inhabitants of cities as of the country, and this will 
be done by ballot so that the inhabitants of this colony can 
have no sovereign magistrates except those chosen by them- 
selves, and in such a manner that the elected and defeated 
cannot know who has been in their favor or against them, in 
order to avoid the hatreds or animosities which might other- 
wise be produced. And if any one behaves badly during the 
year of his administration, a better can be chosen the follow- 
ing year. 

II. There cannot be established any tax, excise, or impost, 
or any sort of charge in the community except by the con- 
sent of two-thirds of these colleges. 

III. To prevent lawsuits as much as possible there will be 
a public register which will contain the goods and means of 
each, not only of the immovable goods, the mortgages, and 
contracts of renting which run beyond a year, but also the 
obligations and notes which exceed the sum of fifty pounds 
and which run beyond three months by which means an 
infinity of lawsuits will be prevented. 

And to prevent any one gaining any advantage from urg- 
ing people to sue each other it is forbidden to all advocates, 
lawyers, and solicitors to demand any money for their ser- 
vices. 

IV. To prevent also any sect from raising itself above the 
others on account of some public place, or of the salary or 
moneys it may be able to draw from the public funds which 
come from all the inhabitants without distinction, no cathe- 
dral or principal church will be established au lieu d'Assem- 

Vol. VI.—21 
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blie to which or to its ministers any one will be compelled 
to make contributions. 

V. And in order that each may enjoy that liberty of con- 
science, which is a natural right belonging to all men and 
which is so conformable to the genius and character of peace- 
able people and friends of repose, it is established firmly not 
only that no one be forced to assist in any public exercise of 
religion, but also full power is given to each to make freely 
the public exercise of his own without meeting with any trou- 
ble or interference of any kind ; provided that he profess to 
believe in one eternal God all powerful who is the Creator, 
Preserver, and Governor of the world, and that he fulfil all 
the duties of civil society which he is bound to perform 
towards his fellow citizens. 

VI. To keep away everything likely to entice the inhabit- 
ants into vanity, libertinism, impiety, and a scandalous life 
there are forbidden under certain penalties, which will be 
rigorously executed against transgressors and violators, all 
gambling, comedies, games of cards, games of dice, masquer- 
ades, injuries and cuttings, swearing and lying, or false wit- 
nessing (since it is forbidden to take an oath), all vile and in- 
decent language, incest, sodomy, unchastity, treason, rebellion, 
murder, duels, larceny, luxury, ostentation in dress, debauches 
at dinners, and generally the commission of any of those 
irregularities which are contrary to Christian morality. 

I have considered it well to give information of the above 
in order that honest people who have an inclination to come 
to this place may have further inducement, and that others 
may not imagine that they will be able to lead there a scau- 
dalous and libertine life. 

VII. And in order that business men, who wish to carry on 
a traffic in this Province, may not be deterred by any fear they 
may entertain that they will not receive exact justice (since 
this is generally the complaint made in regard to the colonies) 
it is firmly established that if any one is found deceiving his 
principals or those trusting goods to him, and doing any 
wrong to them he is not only condemned to pay the damage 
but beside, for punishment for his bad faith, this factor is 
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obliged to pay beyond the loss he has caused to his princi- 
pals, one-third more which will be applied to the profit of 
the principals. 

In case of the death of any factor, and among his effects 
are found goods belonging to his principals, they will be 
safely and inviolably preserved and the deputies of the bond 
of trade {College des negotiations) will take care of them. 

The good government, the laws and the constitutions 
which are there established encourage not only those who 
are already there but attract many people from all the other 
quarters of America, as has already occurred from Barba- 
does, Virginia, Maryland, and New England. Since the 
Governor wrote the letter you will now see, he has sent others 
to England dated Nov. 10, 1683, new style, in which he gives 
information of the continued good fortune of this Province, 
and that in this month there arrived five vessels, among others 
one which brought many people from Crevelt and neighbor- 
ing places in the land of Meurs (le Maryland). I am &c. 

Your very affectionate friend, 

BENJAMIN PUELY. 

Rotterdam, March 6, 1C84. 



Extracts are here given from Penn's letter to the Free Society of Traders, 
see Proud, vol. i. p. 246. Holme's description of Philadelphia is also given. 



Extract from a letter written in Pennsylvania by Thomas Paskel 
to J. J.Chippenham, in England, dated Feb.\§, 1683, new style. 

After having affectionately saluted you, your wife, and all 
your family, hoping that you are in good health as we are, 
except one of my servants and a carpenter who though young 
and vigorous died on the vessel, but God be praised my wife 
and myself have not been sick, on the contrary we are better 
than when in England and continue in this state through the 
goodness of God. 

I am not concerned about the health of this country for 
not only ourselves but all the people of another vessel which 
arrived with ours are all well having lost only one person, 
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also on the vessel, aud all those who have come since we did 
are well also. 

William Penn and those of his Company have arrived in 
good healfh and he has been received with great satisfaction, 
as also in New York where he went and was generously 
treated. There is a city here called Philadelphia where there 
is a market, and another at Chester that was formerly called 
Upland, and William Penn is striving to bring about union 
between the cities. 

I have recently been on the other side of the river de La- 
ware at Burlington in West Jersey at the fair where there 
was a great concourse of people and great abundance of Eng- 
lish merchandize that we could get for a reasonable price, for 
this country is full of goods ; tin and copper are very common. 
I took there some carisces that I could not sell. There is 
need here of Spanish cloth, of frizettes or ratteens and iron 
pots but what is most in demand is linen and coarse stuffs. 

There are some Swedes and Finns who have lived here 
forty years and lead an easy life through the abundance of 
commodities, but their clothes were very mean before the' 
coming of the English from whom they have bought good 
ones and they begin to show themselves a little proud. 
They are an industrious people. They employ in their build- 
ings little or no iron. They will build for you a house with- 
out any other implement than an axe. With the same 
implement they will cut down a tree and have it in pieces in 
less time than two other men would spend in sawing it, and 
with this implement and some wooden wedges they split it 
and make boards of it or anything else they please with much 
skill. The most of them speak English, Swedish, Finnish, 
and Dutch. They plant a little tobacco and a little Indian 
corn. The women are good housekeepers. The most of the 
linen they wear they spin the flax and make themselves. 

Now I am going to give you an account simply and with- 
out exaggeration of this country as I have found it. 

When we arrived the first time, we saw a quantity of little 
fish which hid themselves under the water and also some 
great fish which leaped in the water. This river de Laware 
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is a beautiful and agreeable river and has many kinds offish 
in great abundance. The country which is along the river 
de Laware about 160 miles from the sea is generally cultiva- 
ted principally on the Pennsylvania side, and also along the 
little rivers by the Swedes, Finns, and Dutch, among whom 
the English have also begun to intrude, buying houses from 
them. Thus some locate on the great rivers, others on the 
little ones, and others go a little further 7 or 8 miles beyond 
in the woods so that the land which is along the great and 
little rivers is all taken. 

Thomas Colburn has gone to live in the woods three miles 
or an hour's journey from here. He is in a good situation 
and he has already gained 14 acres of wheat, and with his 
trade 30 or 40 pounds sterling within the little time that he 
has been here. 

I have rented a house for my family during this winter, and 
I have built a little house on my land for my domestics. I 
live on the banks of the river Schuylkill, near enough to the 
city of Philadelphia, and I have already cleared 6 acres. I 
can truly say that since I left Bristol I have never wished to 
return there. Some English have gone to settle in the upper 
country and they have sowed this year 40 to 50 bushels of 
wheat with which they can plant 14 or 16 acres. They have 
beside many cattle. For the most part men eat here rye 
bread not because they T have not wheat but because they have 
more rye. For they have here two kinds of wheat, winter 
wheat that they sow in the fall, and summer wheat that they 
sow in March. They harvest them both in the month of June 
after which they work the laud again and sow buckwheat 
which they gather in September. 

I have eaten here as good bread and drunk as good beer as 
in England. They have also as good butter and as good 
cheese as in most places in England. 

Grain is no longer dear here for although this year there 
have arrived 24 vessels loaded with people which has caused 
dearness of provisions in some places it is the fact that I have 
never paid for a measure (mine) of the best wheat more than 
28 pence, and that in merchandize which cost me almost a 



326 Collection of Various Pieces Concerning Pennsylvania. 

half less in England. A measure (mine) of rye may be bought 
for 21 or 22 pence, barley the same both in winter and in 
summer, oats and three kinds of Indian corn as good to make 
beer as barley, each measure sixteen pence or 4 florins, each 
florin of 4 pence. I have bought here good beef, pork, and 
mutton for two pence a pound and sometimes less. Turkeys 
(Cocqs d'Inde) and wild geese for two or three pounds of 
lead shot a piece and ducks for a pound and that in quantity. 

There are here very great quantities of birds and one hardly 
thinks it worth while to shoot at ring pigeons and pheasants. 
One can get venison from the Indians cheap and formerly 
they gave it to the Swedes at a half less. I have had three 
deer for three ells of coarse stufl' which cost me less than 
three florins, and the most part of the time still better bar- 
gains can be made. "We have also had this fall bear's meat 
for nothing or for very little. It is pretty good food and 
tastes a little like beef. They have recently sold many horses 
for Barbadoes, and from Barbadoes they send us abundance 
of beef, sugar, and molasses or syrup of sugar. 

Our gardens supply us all sorts of herbs and even some 
which are not in England. Here are roses, currants, goose- 
berries, turnips, white carrots, and onions better than in 
England. Peaches of thr.ee kinds, and in such quantity that 
they let them fall on the ground where they rot and the 
swine eat them. They extract from these peaches a good 
spirit with stills, as also from grain, cherries, prunes, and 
grapes, for which purpose almost every one has a copper 
boiler in his house. There are also pears and apples in great 
abundance, cherries and apricots, some black and others red, 
prunes and quinces. 

The woods are full of oaks, very high and straight. Many 
are about two feet in diameter and some even more, and a 
Swede will cut down for you a dozen of the largest in a day. 
We have here beautiful poplars, beeches, ash, linden, fir, 
goosebeny, sassafras, chestnut, hazelnut, mulberry, and wal- 
.nut trees, but few cedars and pines. There grow in the woods 
many black currants, strawberries, blackberries, better than 
in England, and also three kinds of grapes and prunes. 
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There is here an abundance of marcassite (iron pyrites). 
Almost everywhere there are numbers of streams which flow 
over falls in the woods. I have seen recently some very good 
salt to salt meat, which was brought to me from the woods 
by an Indian. They say it is easy to find enough of it. As 
to metals or minerals I have only seen the marcassite, of 
which is made vitriol and red copper in England. 

Here there are beavers, raccoons, wolves, bears, and a kind 
of lions, wildcats, muskrats, elks, weasels, martins, squirrels, 
and other little beasts. Nofte of the above animals will hurt 
you unless you attack them. There are also green and brown 
snakes in the woods after the month of September. 

The Indians are very gentle and peaceable, having good 
intelligence and many good qualities, but when they are ill 
treated they revenge themselves. They live more civilly 
since the English came among them, so that they sell neces- 
saries one-half cheaper that before. Many of them even be- 
gin to talk English. I heard one of them say : The Swede is 
not a good man, the German is not a good man, but the English- 
man is a good man. 

For the seasons of the year I can say very little, but since 
we have been here we have enjoyed very good weather. This 
country is for the most part a good country, but in some 
places the land is thin and dry. 

There are also some valleys here which the Swedes value 
very highly, and which many people will have to do without. 

I know here three men who have found a piece of land of 
about 100 acres in extent entirely clear of trees, thickets, 
stumps, and roots, which can be woi'ked without trouble, and 
the further one goes into the country the more he finds of 
such land. There is good land filled with large and small trees 
and some good land where not a tree grows. The winter is 
severe, and it is troublesome to take care of cattle. Those who 
bring them here ought to be people who work and under- 
stand agriculture. 

I would strongly advise those who come here to provide 
themselves with good provisions, so as to live more com- 
fortably on the vessel and to have still some left when 
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they reach land, for though it is very easy by raeaus of the 
river to get things of which you have need at a reasonable 
price, it is sometimes necessary to go far to seek them, which 
is to lose much time. It is true they are trying to bring it 
about that all places be well furnished. 

I have indeed many more things to tell you, but the short- 
ness of the time does not permit it. Adieu. 

THOMAS PASKEL. 

Penna., Feb. 10, 1683 (new style). 



